


No great artist ever sees things as they really are.
If he did, he would cease to be an artist.







This past year has been a challenging one that Cree
Native Arts and Crafts Association has faced, thus far,
since its’ creation.  Cree Native Arts and Crafts Associa-
tion continues to pursue and follow the vision that has
guided our association for the past few years.  It has
been a hard road, trying to advance and promote Cree
Native Arts and Crafts Association to the Cree people
and attracting new members for our association. 

Although, our attempts to attract new members and
partners, through new events and attractions, CNACA
has been overshadowed by other events hosted by
other Cree entities.  Cree Native Arts and Crafts Asso-
ciation will continue to promote and pursue the advance-
ment of Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association
throughout Quebec, Canada and to the rest of the
world.  To the people who constantly support Cree Na-
tive Arts and Crafts Association, on behalf of Cree Na-
tive Arts and Crafts Association Board of Directors and
staff, I say, Mista-he Meegwetch!

One of our main focuses this past year was to create
partnerships with external agencies, such as Sacred Fire
Productions, Society of Composers, Authors and Music
Publishers of Canada (SOCAN), Ministry of Communica-
tion, Culture and Women of Quebec (MCCFQ), and
other entities that have connections with the arts, crafts
and music.  As Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association
continue to move forward, Cree Native Arts and Crafts
Association will continue to bring awareness of the beau-
tiful creations of our people to the world.

Also, the Board of Directors appointed an Ad-Hoc Com-
mittee to review the By-Laws of Cree Native Arts and
Crafts Association and changes were made to better
advance Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association and
its’ goals and aspirations.  New projects were devel-
oped and submitted to appropriate funding agents.

As CNACA moves forward, change is one thing that I
see we will need to do in the coming months to provide
and develop accurate services, programs and projects
for our members.  Hopefully, in the coming months, the
members of the Board can begin to work on the possi-
ble proposed restructuring of our organization, the re-
view of job descriptions and the possible renewing of
the programs and services that Cree Native Arts and
Crafts Association provides and prevent, if we can, du-
plicated services and programs with other Cree entities
with similar interests.  We will continue, though, to encour-
age and seek the Cree entities to continue to provide
the support requested by our members.  Once, this is
complete, Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association will
meet with the other Cree entities to go over the
changes, in the programs and services, that Cree Native
Arts and Crafts Association anticipates to provide to its’
members.  I know in our meetings, with other entities, we
have discussed this possibility and hopefully, it will work. 

In closing, and on behalf the Board of Directors and the
Staff of Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association, I wish
you all a very successful year and success on your en-
deavors.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lloyd Cheechoo



This was a big year for
CNACA, we had our 1st
CNACA festival held in

Vald ‘Or, March 2013.  With
this festival we have created a
documentary film on the Cree
artists/artisans, new partner-
ships with Quebec art funders
and other arts associations.

We continue to expand our
services with the CNACA
website, to create awareness;
promote Cree arts by the so-
cial media on twitter and
Facebook. We need to interact
more with our CNACA mem-
bers and the Cree Nation 

‘’Creativity has been an important component of
Eeyou/Eenou lifestyle since time immorial.
Eeyou/Eenou artifacts sit in prestigious museums and
repositories as a testimony to the skills and creativity
of our Eeyou/Eenou ancestors. Eeyou/Eenou know
how this knowledge has been transmitted through
countless generations without loss of skills and ex-
pertise. It is our duty and responsibility to ensure that
this knowledge is maintained and that this creative
expression is allowed to grow and find new contem-
porary means of expression”. 

The Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association will be
dedicated to these pursuits

This a quote from the Arts and Crafts Development
Opportunities in Eeyou Istchee and a Proposed Ac-
tion Plan for the Cree Native Arts and Crafts Asso-
ciation 2003

Created by the Cree Regional Authority.

Currently we don’t have local committees/organized
groups to create arts and crafts. CNACA has pro-
posed plans for this. But what is lacking is funding
and Community support. 

CNACA receives funds from INAC of 300,000.00
and from the CRA 400,000.00.

For the operations and management expenses. We
can only do what support we receive.

If CNACA is to survive as an organization the Cree
nation will have to give more support and recogni-
tion to CNACA/Cree traditional and contemporary
arts. The Grand council of the Crees/CRA will have
to set aside funds to make this work. 

The Cree Nation would benefit from a Cree arts
economy so let’s work together on this dream for our
future generations of artists.

Thank you and meequetch.

“Creativity has been an
important component of

Eeyou/Eenou lifestyle
since time immorial” 



Acivity Report
April & May 2012:

Very quiet month just some emails that were re-
viewed.

June 2012:

Cree cultural institute Grand opening, worked
on the artist and selected them for CCI, and
also purchased some Arts & Crafts, through out
the event.

July 2012:

CNACA Assembly in Mistissini AGA, also pur-
chased some Products there and worked with
the team and met some new artist.

Augest, September, October, 2012:

Working in CNACA office on artist profiles and
inventory system, made sure that our inventory
system is updated.

November 2012:

Worked with Darryl Hester on the YES confer-
ence/ symposium in Ottawa took care of the
artist to make sure they had all the material they

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRODUCT MANAGER

“March was de-
voted to preparing

for the CNACA
festival in Val dor ”



needed and to set them up for the work shop. The out come
was really good, really positive feed back on the hole work
shop.

December 2012:

Christmas Supper in Montreal and also had a B.O.D meet-
ing taking place at delta.

January 2013:

The month was rather slow mainly due the New Year and
people were slowly getting back to work.  I spent the whole
month working out of the office in Ouje-Bougoumou. This slow
period allowed me to follow up with emails and catch up with
various correspondences with Cree suppliers and clients. I
also communicated with Harvey and Roderick Blackned re-
garding supplies and additional inventory.  Roderick
Blackned came down on the weekend and delivered the
tamarack decoys I requested.  Some of these decoys were
sold to the ACCI shop.

February 2013:

In early February I began working with Rob Imrie of Aanis-
chaaukamikw (ACCI) who was producing a book for the chil-
dren to learn about Cree artifacts. Mr. Imrie requested
names of Cree artists that could assist in the production of
the books.  These discussions are ongoing.

Apart from the above most of February was spent working
out of the CNACA office with emails and other forms of cor-
respondence with both suppliers and clients.

At the request of the Executive Director, I represented
CNACA at the EISRA Board of Directors meeting in Val D or
on February 11-12, 2013

March 2013:

On March 6, 2013 I met with Rob Imrie, Gaston Cooper and
Caroline Mianscum of ACCI and the Executive Director of the
Chibougamau Friendship Centre to explain the CNACA

price, quality and authenticity grid for Cree products. The ob-
jective was to assist both the management of ACCI and the
Chibougamau Indian Friendship Centre in establishing its pur-
chase and control system for arts and crafts products for their
shops.

I followed up with Caroline Mianscum and Rob Imrie from
time to time on questions they had with the grid and the arts
and craft products.

Most of March was devoted to preparing for the CNACA
festival in Val dor during the weekend of March 14-15-16-
17, 2013.  It included attending the festival and helping out in
the workshops of the Cree artists and filling in for people
who were late or absent in the mornings.  My service in-
cluded being around to assist in any capacity required of me.
It allowed me to meet with Harvey Blackned and to discuss
marketing and promotional issues. 

I also assisted our organizers from Cree Native Arts & Crafts
Association in gathering Cree artisans and gifts for CNACA
Festival on the weekend, March 14-15-16-17, 2013.•      Also
made sure Harvey Blackned the Tamarack Maker and Judy
Shecapio Black smith the moose hide sower hade all the ma-
terial that was needed to do the workshops for CNACA. 

The rest of the time I worked out of the CNACA office and
communicating with Darryl Hester and working on our new
laptops, transferring files from pc to our new mac’s.

Reggie Bosum

“March was devoted to
preparing for the CNACA
festival in Val dor during

the weekend of March 14-
15-16-17, 2013”



CNACA 2013

From the desk of the Special
Projects/Events Coordinator

First or all, I want to wish past employees of CNACA
a good farewell.  It was a wonderful experience
working with you all.  Thank you for providing such a

wonderful and supportive stay.  I wish you all the very
best in life both in profession and in person.

My main duty here at CNACA is to coordinate and over-
see all aspects of producing our Special Projects and
Events.  Other duties include; project development, assist
in funding research from both CNACA and our members,
represent CNACA at tradeshows, community events, and
many other activities.  Since the departure of our Commu-
nications Officer, I was also given the responsibility to
oversee some of the tasks required.

Since my employment with CNACA in October of 2007,
my office was situated at the Gathering Place in Waska-
ganish, QC.  In September of 2012, I have officially relo-

cated with my family to Ouje-bougoumou, QC.  CNACA
would like to thank the Crees of the Waskaganish First Na-
tion and the Gathering Place for allowing us the use of
their office space for 5 years.  Meegwetch!

The 2012-2013 fiscal year has been one of the most chal-
lenging years and yet, it has been the most productive.  In
the next few pages, I have a short summary and photos
for each project I coordinated.  Without the help of
CNACA employees and funding assistance, none of these
projects would have been possible.  Meegwetch to all of
you!

Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute
(ACCI) Grand Opening

The Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute (ACCI)
Grand Opening Entertainment was held outdoors on the
field beside the Sports Complex in Ouje-bougoumou, QC
on June 8, 9, 2012.  CNACA signed an agreement with
ACCI that CNACA would coordinate the Grand Opening
Entertainment.  Emma Mattawashish, Director of
Finance/Administration and Darryl S. Hester, Special Proj-

SPECIAL PROJECTS/EVENTS
COORDINTATOR

Moose Hide Tanning Project
Ouje-bougoumou, QC



ects/Events Coordinator signed this agreement.

The event began at 8:00PM to approximately
12:00AM for both nights. Below are the local
and invited performances during the event.

Local/Regional Artists

Kenny Mianscum, Ouje-bougoumou, QC

Richard Bosum, Ouje-bougoumou, QC

Melisa Pash, Chisasibi/ V al-d’Or, QC

Gordon Iserhoff, Chisasibi/Montreal, QC

Darryl S. Hester, Waskaganish, QC

CerAmony,
Montreal/Whapmaagoostui/Mistissini, QC

Fort George Rockers, Chisasibi, QC

Flaming Fire, Mistissini, QC

New Moon, Waswanipi, QC

Joshua Iserhoff, Nemaska, QC

Mariame Hasni, Montreal, QC

Claude McKenzie, Sept-Iles, QC

James & Queenie Stephen, Waskaganish,
QC

7th Annual General Assembly En-
tertainment

The CNACA 7th Annual General Assembly En-
tertainment was held at the Sports Complex in
Mistissini, QC on July 11, 2012.  Every year,
CNACA holds their assembly and the entertain-
ment follows on the last day of the event.  Usu-
ally, the hosting community’s artists/artisans are
invited to perform or demonstrate and showcase
their art.

The event began at approximately 8:00PM to
10:30PM. Below are the local and invited per-
formances during the event.

Local/Regional Artists

Noah Cheechoo, Mistissini, QC

Isaac Mianscum, Mistissini, QC

Anita Shecapio, Mistissini, QC

Flaming Fire Ministries, Mistissini, QC

Darryl Salt, Waskaganish, QC (delegate)

Roger House, Chisasibi, QC (delegate)

Waskaganish First Nation Golf 
Benefit Entertainment

The Albert Diamond Golf Benefit Entertainment
was held at the Congress/Convention Centre in
Mont Tremblant on September 22, 2012. The
event began at 8:00PM to approximately
2:00AM. 

Charles J. Hester, The Crees of the Waskaganish
First Nation, Director of Sports and Recreation
Department and Darryl S. Hester, Coordinator
came to a verbal agreement that CNACA would
coordinate the Entertainment.  In a verbal agree-
ment, the hosting community’s artists are invited to
perform at the event along with 1 special guest
performer.

Below are the local and invited performances
during the event.

Local/Regional Artists

Darryl Salt, Waskaganish

Darryl S. Hester, Waskaganish

Claude McKenzie, Sept Iles



CNACA 2013

House Band

Cecil Morrison, Bassist, Waskaganish 

Timothy Bosum, Percussion, Chisasibi 

Anthony Moses, Guitarist, Waskaganish

Young Entrepreneur Symposium (YES)
Culture Night

The Cree Native Arts & Crafts Association (CNACA) and
Cree Nation Youth Council (CNYC) made an a agreement
that CNACA would host the Culture Night at the Young En-
trepreneur Symposium (YES) in Ottawa, Ontario held on
Tuesday, November 20, 2012 at Delta Hotel.

In the agreement, CNACA agreed to bring 2 Cree tradi-
tional artists.  Harvey Blackned (Tamarack Bird) from Wask-
aganish, QC and Judy Shecapio-Blacksmith (Moose hide
Beading) from Ouje-Bougoumou, QC was both invited to
showcase and demonstrate on how-to create their art.  The
challenge for the youth was to make a similar craft and
then sell it to any business organization.

CNACA was also invited to attend the Awards Gala Ban-
quet held at the Grand Hall, Museum of Civilization,
Gatineau, and Quebec on Thursday, November 22, 2012.

CNACA Festival 2013

The inaugural CNACA Festival 2013 was held in Val-d’Or,
QC on March 15, 16 & 17, 2013.  The Festival activities
were divided in four parts: Workshops/Training sessions
(elder's and Youth), an Arts Symposium, the CNACA
Achievement Awards and CNACA’s board of directors
meeting. 

Workshops/Training Sessions

Three types of workshops were held during the Festival.
The first type relates to the topics of creators’ and produc-
ers’ rights.  CNACA has observed that there is much de-
mand on legal knowledge from the artistic community in
Eeyou Itschee (Cree Nation).  Artists are not informed of
how the law protects their intellectual property, and what
actions they can take should their copyrights be infringed.
Workshops on traditional skills were presented by master

craftsmen/elders.  Also offered for youth was to reconnect
with traditional lifestyle and stimulate their interest in tradi-
tional Cree culture. Finally, because of the often-expressed
need for support in marketing, some media & communica-
tions skill workshops were also provided for artists to learn
about how to promote themselves.

Arts Symposium

About thirty elders and youth artists from across Eeyou
Itschee participated in the Arts Symposium. They promoted
and showcased their work in a tradeshow style environ-
ment.  This was an ideal opportunity to build commercial
linkages with the many invited businesses and the James
Bay community.  There were also demonstrations of tradi-
tional crafts making during the symposium for the transfer
of knowledge from one generation to another and enjoy-
ment purposes.  Artists had this great opportunity to pro-
mote and sell their art.



CNACA Achievement Awards 2013

The CNACA Achievement Awards honours Cree Tradi-
tional and Contemporary talent.  The awards are given
to the individuals that through their work, they have
demonstrated their dedication and commitment to pre-
serve traditional and contemporary art in Eeyou Istchee.
This is the second award event organized by CNACA,
and it is a privileged occasion to recognize and honor
artists’ contribution to the nation.

CNACA would like to thank and congratulate once again
all the award recipients for this year’s CNACA Achieve-
ment Awards.

Art Tradition (female) Award – Daisy Moar

Art Tradition (male) Award – Sanders Weistche

Art Tradition (couples) Award – Mary Ann and Berti
Longchap

Cree Legend Award – Buckley Petawabano

Art Visual Award – Jimmy (Tim) Whiskeychan

Art Performance Award – Celina Wapachee

Rising Star Award – Mariame Hasni

“The awards are given to
the individuals that through

their work, they have
demonstrated their dedica-

tion and commitment to
preserve traditional and

contemporary art in Eeyou
Istchee”

CerAmony
Performance



CNACA 2013

CNACA ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS   2013

Stan Wesley
Host

In memory of
William Dunn

Mariame Hasni
Performance

Awards Night
Banquet

CerAmony
Performance



Celina Wapachee
Art Performance Award

Daisy Moar
Art Tradition Female Award

Kenny Mianscum
Presidential Speech

Mary Ann Longchap
Artist



CNACA 2013

Sanders Weistche
Art Tradition Male Award

Alfred Loon
Speaker

Sam Mianscum
Performer

Jimmy (Tim) Whiskeychan
Art Visual Award



Buckley Petawabano
Cree Legend Award

Mariame Hasni
Rising Star Award

Mary Ann & Bertie Longchap
Art  Tradition Couples Award



Annual Report 2012-2013 - Corporate Affairs
CNACA held 5 Executive Committee Meetings and 4 Board of Director Meet-
ings including the ANNUAL General Assembly held in Mistissini July 12&13, 2013.

The 2012-2013 was composed of the following Directors;

1. Kenny Mianscum, President- Ouje-Bougoumou

2. Jimmy (Tim) Whiskeychan, Vice-President- Waskaganish

3. Roger House, Treasurer-Chisasibi

4. Pakesso Mukash, Executive Member – Whapmagoostui

5. Edward Georgekish Member- Wemindji

6. Jamie Moses Member- Eastmain

7. Anna Whapachee, Member-Nemaska

8. Darrell D. Cooper Member- Mistissini

9. Samuel S. Mianscum Member-Mistissini

10. Emma Mapachee , Observer- Washaw Sibi

11. Kenneth Gilpin, CRA Representative

The main strategic items which were brought to the atten-
tion of the BoD are presented below.
CNACA Programs and Services
New position created and to receive training early next year

Area of Focus
Festival
Partnerships with various entities

This year, CNACA pursued a number of partnerships with;
-CALQ, September 2012 Needs Assessment of Cree Artists and Organizations
supporting the arts.

-Meeting in December 2012 to discuss Co-operation Agreement which will start
April 1st 2013 and under which CNACA and CALQ will collaborate and share in-
formation about artistic development opportunities in Eeyou Istchee



-Canada Arts Council

-CWEIA

-CTA and COTA: operationalize the Memorandum of Understanding.
CNACA and CTA discussed solutions to facilitate the supply of raw materi-
als such as furs and hides for CNACA to distribute to the CNACA mem-
bers. While COTA and CNACA discussed opportunities to promote Cree
Products and promote the Cree Artsists and Products COTA’s Advertising
program, Marketing and trade shows.

-CNACA started collaborating with the Sacred Fired Productions based in
Montreal. A possibility of holding an Exhibition of Cree Visual arts & crafts

-Showcasing Cree music artists and art photography at the 

-Old Port, Montreal  

-Participating in CSERT: CNACA is a signing partner of the Specific Agree-
ment Concerning consolidation and development of the social economy in
the Cree Communities of the Nord-du-Quebec region, with the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs, Regions and Land Occupancy, the Cree Regional Au-
thority, CTA and COTA. CNACA has actively participated in the 7 meet-
ings of the Cree Social Economy Regional Table (CSERT) this year, and
coordinating the design of the CSERT logo as well as a workshop on the
social economy at the Festival of the Cree Arts March 2013.

-Revision of the Corporation Bylaws and policies.

-Discussions of restructuring the CNACA Organization to meet the new de-

mands in Contemporary Arts

Participation
The cultural economy is an economic sector bound to grow in the upcoming
years, due to major investments in tourism in Eeyou Itschee, through Plan
Nord and the ACCORD tourism agreement.  CNACA will be an important
player in unfolding the Cree Tourism Strategy. To that effect, Directors held
a meeting with the Cree Outfitting and Tourism Association (COTA) to dis-
cuss how to coordinate efforts to promote Cree Traditional Arts & Crafts
and Contemporary Arts to tourists.


