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Wachiya, Kway, Keway

Greetings to the Artists and Artisans of Eeyou Istchee:

I have been blessed to spend the past four years at the helm of the Cree Native Arts and Crafts 
Association. The support I have received from the Board of the Executive Committee and our 
administrators is something I will forever cherish. 

When I was first appointed to the Board to replace former Deputy Grand Chief Ashley Iserhoff, I had no 
idea that I would eventually be elected to serve as President of CNACA. I am presently working with our 
third Executive Director. The positive experience with these three gentlemen have made things simpler 
for me – their knowledge, and involvement during the last 12 years in realizing the vision of CNACA is the 
reason that this organization is where it is today. I acknowledge their efforts in establishing the foundation 
of this important Cree entity. 

It has been quite challenging at times to serve our Cree Nation in view of the level of funding this 
organization receives annually. The distance between our communities is vast and costly to travel. The 
remarkable growth of our young Indigenous Nation and our need to effectively address a very wide range 
of issues at both the community and regional levels play a factor in determining our capacity to perform 
effectively. 

However, it remains our vision that the talents of our gifted artists and artisans will become one of the 
leading economic sectors of our Cree Nation in the very near future. We must do our best to remain well 
organized, well funded, and have strong leadership. 

There is still so much to do in this field. Each community should have all the supplies their artists and 
artisans need: we need an efficient distribution centre, and we need to have greater exposure of our arts 
and crafts to the world. The resources are there for us to make important gains toward achieving our 
vision. An effective administration is now in place. Now is the time for all of us to make it work in order to 
achieve our goals.

To our Cree artists and artisans, and to those in support of these talented people, I want you to know that 
your contribution, as a new member, renewed member, or corporate sponsor plays an important role in the 
development of arts and crafts within Eeyou Istchee and will contribute to the continuing success of this 
association. This mutual support is what makes us a strong Nation. 

Meegwetch,

Kenneth Gilpin
President 

Message from the President 
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Wachiya! CNACA Members

It is with great pleasure that I submit our 2016-18 annual report on the operations of the Cree Native Arts 
& Crafts Association. This combined two-year report reflects the work carried out by our employees, the 
Executive Committee and our Board of Directors. 
 
Since time immemorial, the people of the Cree Nation of Eeyou Istchee have had a special relationship 
to the land that we call “sacred”. It is sacred because this relationship is at the heart of who we are. It is 
the land, and our connection to it, that has been our source of survival, our clothing and tools, our social 
relationships and our deepest values. It has also been the source of our cultural practices and the way in 
which we express ourselves through our arts and our crafts. 
 
Today, we are the recipients of a very rich history of genuine traditional art and crafts for us to cherish 
and to pass on to future generations. In fact, it is our solemn responsibility to preserve and promote the 
continuity of our Cree culture through encouragement and support of our traditional arts and crafts. Doing 
so will be our special contribution to the building of a Cree Nation that is firmly grounded in its traditional 
wisdom, in its culture and in its arts.
 
To this day, we continue to encourage our people to join our organization as members. As you are aware, 
the Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association is a member-driven organization. 

Keep in mind that you do not need to be an artist or artisan to be a member of the Cree Native Arts and 
Crafts Association. You simply have to care about the preservation of our Cree culture and our arts and 
crafts. If you are an artist or craftsperson, CNACA membership entitles you to access our grant programs, 
attend trade shows, and participate in training programs organized by CNACA. Membership also gets you 
on our mailing list so that you can be informed of upcoming events. Your membership fee helps to promote 
Cree artists and offsets the costs of our marketing efforts and other programs aimed at assisting our Cree 
artists. 

Please consider being a contributor to keeping the arts alive and healthy in Eeyou Istchee. Become a 
member today!
 
Meegwetch,

Gaston Cooper
Vice-President

Message from the Vice-President 
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28.7.1  There is established a Cree Native Arts and Crafts Program which shall include the 
structures, services, procedures, functions and agencies provided for in this Sub Section.

28.7.2  As soon as possible following the execution of the Agreement subject to the results of the 
feasibility studies referred to at paragraph 28.4.1 there shall be established a Cree Native Arts and 
Crafts Association which shall be responsible for and supervise the programs for the development of 
Native Arts and Crafts and a local Arts and Crafts Committee, in each Cree community.

28.7.3  The Chairman of each Local Arts and Crafts Committee shall have a seat on the Board of 
Directors of the Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association.

28.7.4  The Cree Native Arts and Crafts Association shall establish a Cree Central Marketing Service 
which shall assist individual Crees or Cree communities in the marketing and related services for 
Cree Arts and Crafts and shall make available to Cree individuals or Cree communities such material 
or equipment as may be required for the creation of native arts and crafts.

28.7.5  Subject to the results of the feasibility studies and in the event that a Cree Native Arts and 
Crafts Association is established, Canada, Québec and the Cree Regional Authority, in a proportion 
to be mutually agreed upon shall assist the Association in its operation and objects.

In 2004, the Association was officially incorporated “to assume a leadership role on behalf of the 
Cree for the development of arts and crafts and the cultural industries of Eeyou Istchee”.

HISTORY

MISSION

From the beginning, the visionary leaders of our Cree Nation believed 
and expected that CNACA would play a key role in the socio-
economic development of our people. At the time of the negotiations 
of our treaty – the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement – our 
leaders envisioned that our arts and crafts would be as important as 
trapping (Cree Trappers’ Association) and tourism (Cree Outfitting 
and Tourism Association) in the overall economic development of our 
Nation. It was with this vision in mind that CNACA was designed in 
sections 28.4 and 28.7 of the JBNQA.

To diversify and grow a sustainable arts, crafts and culture economy in Eeyou Istchee involving 
partnership among Cree Artists, Artisans and Cree communities that will preserve, promote 
and enhance the heritage of the Eeyou Nation while both encouraging contemporary means of 
expression and maintaining Cree cultural, values, traditions and skills.

JBNQA AGREEMENT
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For these reasons, we must fulfill the visionary project of our leaders at the time of 
the signing of the JBNQA. Supporting artists and craftspeople and their works will 
contribute to sustaining all of Eeyou Istchee.

VISION

OBJECTIVES

1

2

3

4

This short mandate has four strong messages that 
guide our work:

• Our artists and craftspeople are living witnesses of 
our culture and heritage;
• Our arts and crafts are the expression of how we 
live and who we are;
• Our artists and craftspeople will be able to sustain 
themselves economically from their talents;
• As long as Cree arts and crafts are sustained, 
and our traditions preserved, our Cree people will 
remain strong.  

“LIVING CREE ARTS & CRAFTS”

Develop and be responsible for programs 
that contribute to the development of the 
Cree natives arts and crafts industry.

Facilitate the establishment of Cree central 
marketing services that will assist individual 
Cree or Cree communities in marketing and 
related services for arts and crafts in markets 
throughout the world.

Facilitate the availability to Cree individuals 
or Cree communities of such material or 
equipment as may be required for the 
creation, preservation and promotion of Cree 
natives arts and crafts.

Coordinate efforts with other Cree entities 
when needed for the support and promotion 
of Cree native arts and crafts.
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PROGRAMS & SERVICES

GATEWAY INFORMATION CENTER

Many programs currently exist that Cree artists can apply 
for, namely from CALQ, SODEC, Canada Council for the 
Arts, and the CNG. However, most artists are not aware of 
these programs. CNACA acts as a one-stop-shop for artists 
seeking funding. The CNACA Program Officer is able to determine 
which grants an artist may be eligible for, offers help in completing application documents.

GRANTS PROGRAM

We provide sponsorship to members of CNACA and assist in establishing eligibility for 
various grant programs. Applicants must be beneficiary members of the Cree Nation of 
Eeyou Istchee and shall produce to this end a picture of their Beneficiary Identification Card 
with their sponsorship requests.

TRAINING AND EDUCATION PROGRAM

CNACA has successfully conducted a variety of popular training sessions in the past years, 
including: moose-hide training, sewing and tamarack decoy building. To keep traditional 
skills alive, it is important that CNACA continues to offer training of traditional skills in 
the various communities at least once a year. It’s important to recognize that the quality 
and accessibility of arts education in the schools of Eeyou Istchee varies. As well, our 
younger generation often lacks opportunities to connect with their Cree identity and culture. 
Addressing these challenges will be an important priority for CNACA.

ARTS PROMOTION PROGRAM

Previous studies we have undertaken highlight the need for our artists to reach beyond 
their isolation. This means meeting each other more frequently to network, compare artistic 
techniques and to showcase and sell their work. Indeed, opportunities to collectively 
promote and market their work are lacking. CNACA wants to fill in that gap by organizing 
annual gatherings for artists to develop positions on a range of common interests and 
concerns. These gatherings would take place through a traveling cultural festival and trade 
show, at which Cree artists would be promoted and recognized in an awards ceremony.

Also, CNACA will organize an annual trip to a professional national/international tradeshow, 
where we will present and market one to three examples of authentic Cree art each year. 
Past trade shows have included: Salon des métiers d’arts (Montreal), Canadian Aboriginal 
Festival (Toronto), Home and Cottage Show (Montreal).
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The Cree Native Arts & Crafts Association was created expressly to help create art, gain and 
share skills, promote, and market and sell members’ work. Ultimately, the goal is to help each 
artist become an active member of the global arts and crafts community. The cost of membership 
is negligible, while members’ benefits will increase in the future. Return policy and raw material 
supply will be part of these new policies.

Our goal is to help you! Therefore, the Cree Native Arts & Crafts Association has created four 
membership classifications:

Any Cree beneficiaries under the James Bay 
Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA) engaged in 
arts and crafts activities.

Any Non-Cree (aboriginal/non-native) who supports 
the goals and objectives of the corporation is eligible 
to become an associate member. Associate members 
shall participate in the activities of the corporation 
and attend member meetings. They are not eligible to 
vote or be elected or appointed as a director.

Any partnership or organization controlled by a 
majority of registered Cree beneficiaries engaged 
in arts and crafts activities within the traditional 
territory of Eeyou Istchee is eligible to be a corporate 
member. Corporate members shall participate in 
the activities of the corporation. They do not have 
a right to vote at member meetings. They are not 
eligible to be elected or appointed as a director of the 
corporation.

MEMBERSHIPS

ACTIVE MEMBER

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

CORPORATE MEMBER
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BENEFITS OF BEING A MEMBER

VISIBILITY IN A GLOBAL MARKET 

ACCESS TO TRAINING IN ARTS AND BUSINESS

HELP SECURE FUNDING

STRONG VISUAL PRESENCE ON WEBSITE AND IN CATALOGUES

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL AND GLOBAL TRADESHOWS AND EVENTS

BENEFITS OF BEING A MEMBER

HONORARY MEMBER

Any elders, individuals or organization which has rendered exemplary service to the 
Corporation or to the arts and crafts in Eeyou Istchee is eligible to be an honorary 
member. Honorary members are selected on an annual basis by the Board of Directors 
of CNACA. Honorary members shall participate in the activities of the Corporation. They 
do not have a right to vote at member meetings. They are not eligible to be elected or 
appointed as a director of the corporation, unless they are Cree beneficiaries under the 
James Bay Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA).
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MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KENNETH GILPIN,  President
Eastmain Representative

GASTON COOPER, Vice-President
Ouje-Bougoumou Representative

TIM WHISKEYCHAN, Treasurer
Waskaganish Representative

DEBORAH WAPACHEE, Executive Member
Nemaska Representative

EDWARD GEORGEKISH, Board of Directors
Wemindji Representative

NATASIA MUKASH, Board of Directors
Whapmagoostui Representative

DIANE COOPER, Board of Directors
Waswanipi Representative

PETER SHECAPIO, Board of Directors
Mistissini Representative

GLORIA POLSON, Board of Directors
Washaw Sibi Representative

PAKESSO MUKASH, Board of Directors
Cree at Large Representative

WILLIE ISERHOFF, Board of Directors
Cree Nation Government Representative

GEORGE SMALL, Honorary Member
MoCreebec Representative

JULIE PARE, Legal Counsel
Murdoch Archambault
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CREE NATIVE ARTS & CRAFTS ASSOCIATION 
ORGANOGRAM

MEMBERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PRODUCT 
MANAGER

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
AND EVENTS 

COORDINATOR
BOOKKEEPER COMMUNICATIONS & 

MARKETING OFFICER

EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT
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REMEMBERING ROGER HOUSE
1954 - 2017

Roger House was born August 4,1954, in Moose Factory, 
Ontario, to Florence Gull House and Daniel House. Roger 
was the eldest of eight children: Eric, Linda, Debbie, 
Dale, Pauline, Lawrence and Suzanne. Roger grew up 
in Moose Factory where he lived most of his life. He 
pursued his educational studies in North Bay and Moose 
Factory until Grade 8.

In the summer of 1972, his family moved back to Fort 
George, and in the summer of 1974, Roger married Nellie 
Bearskin. Together they raised three children – Jody, 
Angela and Derek. As a young boy, Roger learned to play 
guitar from his childhood friend George Small.

When the family moved back to Fort George, he 
continued to make friends and surrounded himself with a 
group of youth who enjoyed music. In 1972-1973, Roger 
met Oliver Rupert, a keen guitar player and singer, and 
drummer Jules Goulet. Then, with bassist Charlie Louttit, 
they formed “The Fort George Rockers”.

In the summer of 1974, Roger, then the President of 
the Fort George Youth Club, arranged for the “Fort 
George Rockers” to complete a tour of the coastal Cree 
communities – Wemindji, Eastmain and Waskaganish – 
by boat! The original band traveled in three large 24-inch 
Norwest canoes – guitars, amplifiers, drums and all. 
Elders volunteered to guide them down the coast. 

Roger wrote many songs. One which many people 
will remember him for is a song he wrote about his 
grandfather, David House, called “Beaver Man”. His 
grandfather David was a traditional hunter and lived off 
the land. You can hear the passion he had through his 
songs. Roger put so much soul into his sound. He also 
established his own recording/publishing company called 
Beaver Man Publications.

In 1975, Roger and other Native singer/songwriters – 
Willie Mitchell, Willie Thrasher and the late Morley Loon – 
composed an album entitled Sweet Grass Music.
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In July 2002, in collaboration with Randall Prescott of Lakeside Productions, Roger co-
produced “Chi-sah-sii-bii” in Cree syllabics for an album called Voices of the Land. The CD 
included many young Cree singer/songwriters and talented individuals. It was a musical 
chronicle of the days of the residential-school era and many of the songs pay tribute to the 
survivors of the system. 

Roger worked tirelessly on many similar projects, such as a Community Christmas compilation 
CD with local singers. Roger always tried to find opportunities to showcase up-and-coming local 
musicians, giving guidance and sharing his experience in music with others. Roger went on to 
further upgrade his knowledge in audio technology by attending a sound engineering program 
in Southern Ontario. 

He also operated his own business – House Sound Inc. – providing quality sound for major 
concerts, multiple meetings, business gatherings, weddings and other events. 

Music and sound were his passion and business but family always remained a priority. 

Over the years, Roger and Nellie were blessed with five grandchildren: Mary Jane, Miles, 
Mathew-James, Miranda and Kyla, as well as three great-grandchildren: Garrison, Gianna and 
Garret. 

Roger adored and loved his grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He was an inspiration to 
three generations of the House family.

Roger will be missed – not only by his family, but by the Cree Nation as a whole.
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KENNY MIANSCUM Executive Director

ROXANNE MIANSCUM  Administrative Assisitant

MARY-ANNIE BLACKNED  Bookkeeper

JOHNNY DIXON  Product Manager

KENNY MIANSCUM Executive Director

TRUDY LONGCHAP  Executive Assistant

SARAH DOW-IMRIE Special Projects & Events Coordinator

ROXANNE MIANSCUM  Communications & Marketing Officer

MARY-ANNIE BLACKNED  Bookkeeper

JOHNNY DIXON  Product Manager

MEET OUR STAFF

2016-  2017

2017-  2018
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MEET A FEW OF OUR 
ARTISTS

SAIGE MUKASH GORDON SHECAPIO-BLACKSMITH

DEBORAH RATT

HELEN & DANNY TANOUSH KELLY COOPER

Whapmagoostui Cree Nation
Photographer

Ouje-Bougoumou Cree Nation
Carver

SAM JOLLY
Waskaganish  Cree Nation

Traditional Snowshoes

Ouje-Bougoumou Cree Nation
Cellist

Nemaska  Cree Nation
Moose Hide products

Nemaska Cree Nation
Jewellery maker
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JIMMY “TIM” WHISKEYCHAN
Waskaganish  Cree Nation

Painter

HAROLD BOSUM
Ouje-Bougoumou Cree Nation

Tamarack Decoy

DIANE BOSUM
Ouje-Bougoumou Cree Nation

Performer

Ouje-Bougoumou Cree Nation
Beadwork

ISABELLE NEEPOSH
Whapmagoostui Cree Nation

Painter

NATASIA MUKASH
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EXPOSURE FOR OUR ARTISTS

In 2016 - 2018, artists from Eeyou Istchee were featured in 
the Air Creebec in-flight magazine. 

SPRING 2017

“Miss Eeyou Eenou Nation” regional pageant
Crowned Kayleigh Spencer, Mistissini, Quebec

SPRING 2017

Artist Tim Whiskeychan from Waskaganish opens art 
studio to encourage expression among Cree youth

SUMMER 2017

Melissa Pash attracts producer Brandon Frieson to record 
new album

FALL 2017

Harold Bosum – Tamarack Decoy maker biography 

WINTER 2017

Diane Bosum, a Cree from Ouje-Bougoumou, was 
featured in the magazine promoting her musical talent and 
passion for songwriting.
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ACTIVITY REPORT- 2016-2018

"LOOKING AHEAD TOGETHER CONFERENCE” WITH SEANCAT
June 2016, Mistissini, Quebec

Our product manager, administrative assistant, and bookkeeper presented a 
booth displaying works from Eeyou Istchee artists. The conference works towards 
strengthening partnerships, creating business dialogue and cultural awareness 
between Abitibi-Témiscamingue, Eeyou Istchee and Nunavik.

BUSINESS EXCHANGE DAY
November 2017, Val-d'Or, Quebec

Employees of the organization displayed members’ products, worked to build our 
membership base, and developed connections with businesses in the region. 

GEORGEVILLE ART FESTIVAL
Summer 2017, Georgeville, Quebec

The Cree Native Arts & Crafts Association invited and promoted Deborah Ratt 
(jewellery artist). 

C r e e  N a t i v e  A r t s  &  C r a f t s  A s s o c a t i o n 23
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ACTIVITY REPORT- 2016-2018

SALON DES METIERS D’ART
December 2016, Montreal, Quebec

The Cree Native Arts & Crafts Association sent three artists from Eeyou Istchee, 
all from Waskaganish. Angela and Ruby Moar, who are sisters, specialize in 
handmade, authentic moose-hide products such as slippers, moccasins, mittens 
and gloves. Tamarack bird artist Harvey Blackned also displayed his work. 

SALON DES METIERS D’ART
December 2017, Montreal, Quebec

The Cree Native Arts & Crafts Association sent four artists from Eeyou Istchee, 
including Danny and Helen Tanoush, both artists from Nemaska who specialize 
in moose-hide products. Danny hunts and prepares the moose-hide tanning 
process while Helen works on the embroidery and beading. Artist Bessy 
Blackned showcased her work ranging from bags, blankets to moose-hide 
products. Deborah Ratt also had a booth to exhibit her hand-made jewellery. 

MISS EEYOU EENOU REGIONAL PAGEANT 
Winter 2016, Regional pageant

In collaboration with the Cree Nation Youth Council, Cree Women of Eeyou 
Istchee Association, local band councils and other Cree entities, we conducted 
pageants in six Cree communities; Washaw-Sibi, Ouje-Bougoumou, 
Waskaganish, Chisasibi, Wemindji and Mistissini. We then organized a final 
pageant hosted by Ouje-Bougoumou, featuring Miss Indian World Danielle 
Ta’sheena Finn as a special guest. The event focused on the judging stages for 
final contestants in which each contestant engaged in a personal interview, talent 
show, wearing of traditional dress, public speaking and completed an essay. 
Once completed, the public judged contestants on their talents. The final winner 
was Kayleigh Spencer. Miss Spencer then attended the Gathering of Nations 
Powwow in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where she competed in the Miss Indian 
World pageant.
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ACTIVITY REPORT- 2016-2018

GATHERING OF NATIONS POWWOW 2017 
April 2017, Albuquerque, New Mexico

The 34th Annual Gathering of Nations Powwow was held at the New Mexico State Fair 
in Tingley Coliseum, the largest indoor event of its kind. The event was more than just 
a powwow; it was an event to experience the spirit and energy of Indigenous people. 
The Gathering of Nations continues to respect and focus on powwow traditions but 
also provided opportunities for artists to showcase contemporary styles of music and 
entertainment. 

With its pageantry and culture, Miss Indian World exemplifies the pride, dignity and 
traditions of all Native women. Miss Indian World is an Ambassador for all Native people. 

At this pageant, Miss Raven Swampy, from Kahnawake, Quebec, was crowned Miss 
Indian World.

MANITOU FESTIVAL
July 2017, Mont Tremblant, Quebec

Artists Angela Moar and Deborah Ratt both displayed their products. Held at Domaine 
Saint-Bernard, a magnificent ecotourism site in the heart of the Mont-Tremblant region, 
Célébration des cultures autochtones shines a light on First Nations culture.

CREE STORY CONFERENCE
February 2017, Ouje-Bougoumou

CNACA organized the evening entertainment. On the last evening of the conference, six 
Cree musicians performed, including dancers, drummers and singers.
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ACTIVITY REPORT- 2016-2018

OTHER EVENTS ATTENDED

- Ouje-Bougoumou Cree Nation Annual General Meeting
Summer 2016, Ouje-Bougoumou 
 
- Cree Outfitting and Tourism Association (COTA)
July 2017, Waskaganish, Quebec

- Cree Trappers Association (CTA)
August 2017, Eastmain, Quebec
  
- Kate Sharl Foundation Golf Benefit
September 2017, Gatineau, QC

  

NORTHERN LIGHTS CONFERENCE
January- February 2017, Ottawa, ON

Tamarack decoy artist Harold Bosum of Ouje-Bougoumou was invited by the Cree 
Native Arts & Crafts Association to take part in this trade show, which displays arts, 
crafts and music from northern regions. 

Our special projects and events coordinator sold works by our members including 
beadwork by Hillary Saganash and Isabelle Neeposh. Moose-hide products by 
Helen Tanoush were also displayed at the event.

TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENT MAKING & CRAFT SALE
December 2017, Ouje-Bougoumou,QC 

In collaboration with the Aanischaaukamikw Cree Cultural Institute, the Cree 
Native Arts & Crafts Association hosted a local arts and crafts show.

Craft maker John Matoush from Mistissini ran a workshop on how to make 
traditional mini paddles, and Dorothy Stewart instructed attendees on making 
miniature mittens.
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